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AT P A L A I C H O R I 



T H E P E R S O N A L H I D E O U T O F EOKA H E R O G R E G O R I S A F X E N T I O U I N 

PALAiCHORi IS S I T U A T E D in T H E H E A R T O F T H E V I L L A G E , NEXT TO T H E 

C H U R C H OF PANAYIA C H R Y S O P A N T A N A S S A , in T H E B A S E M E N T O F 

T H E H O U S E OF A N D R E A S A N D MARiTSA K A R A O L I S . 

I T W A S B U I L T o n T H E insTRUCTions O F A F X E N T I O U H I M S E L F in T H E 

S U M M E R O F 1956, FOLLOwinG D H I C E N I S ' S O R D E R S T H A T 

H I D E O U T S BE B U I L T i n H O U S E S in A D D I T I O N T O T H O S E A L R E A D Y 

E X I S T I N G I N T H E M O U N T A I N A R E A S . T H E R E A S O N F O R DHICENIS'S 

O R D E R S F O R N E W H I D E O U T S T O BE B U I L T W A S T O E N S U R E G R E A T E R 

SAFETY F O R T H E F R E E D O M F I G H T E R S O N I M P L E M E N T A T I O N O F T H E 

G E N E R A L PLAN " S O R T I E T O V I C T O R Y " , W H I C H W O U L D RESULT I N 

M O R E I N T E N S I V E S E A R C H E S B Y T H E B R I T I S H , 

T H E R E W E R E I N F A C T T W O H I D E O U T S . O N E W A S I N S I D E A 

T R A D I T I O N A L O V E N A N D T H E O T H E R U N D E R A S T O N E - B U I L T 

S T A I R C A S E A D J A C E N T T O T H E O V E N . T O R E A C H T H E S T A I R C A S E 

H I D E O U T O N E H A D T O C O T H R O U G H T H E O V E N H I D E O U T . S T O N E S 

W E R E S T U C K O N T O T H E D O O R I D E N T I C A L T O T H O S E O N T H E REST O F 

T H E W A L L , S O T H A T W H E N T H E D O O R W A S C L O S E D I T W A S N O T 

V I S I B L E . T H E H I D E O U T C O M M U N I C A T E D W I T H A F X E N T I O U ' S R O O M 

O N T H E UPPER F L O O R OF T H E H O U S E V I A A MOVABLE LADDER, 

T H R O U G H A H O L E IN T H E F L O O R , W H I C H W A S C O V E R E D B Y B E A M S . 

DEPEnDinG O N T H E N E E D S OF T H E S T R U G G L E , A F X E N T I O U O F T E N 

T O O K R E F U G E AT PALAICHORI F R O M W H E R E H E C O M M A N D E D H I S 

VAST S E C T O R , W H I C H I N C L U D E D L A R G E PARTS OF T H E D I S T R I C T S OF 

MiCOSiA, LiMASSOLAND L A R N A C A . 

D A I L Y C O M M U N I C A T I O N W I T H EOKA H E A D Q U A R T E R S i n N icos ia 
W A S E F F E C T E D T H R O U G H H I S L I A I S O N . B U S D R I V E R C H R I S T O F O R O S 

M I C H A E L FORIS . 

I T W A S HERE T H A T A F X E N T I O U E L A B O R A T E D T H E PLAN F O R T H E 

" G E N E R A L S O R T I E " O F H I S S U B - S E C T O R S W I T H A N T O N I S 

P A P A D O P O U L O S . 

A F X E N T I O U KEPT H I S H I D E O U T A C L O S E L Y G U A R D E D SECRET EVEN 

F R O M T H E M O R E T H A N T H I R T Y - F I V E F I G H T E R S U N D E R H I S C O M M A N D 



HEROES WHO MADE USE 
O F THE H I D E O U T AND 
WHO WERE KILLED IN 
ACTION 

WHO STAYED AT THE VILLAGE FROM 
TIME TO TIME. 

DURING HiS STAY AT PALAICHORI, 
AFXENTIOU USUALLY WORKED 
THROUGHOUT THE MIGHT, EVEN 
PERFORMING WATCH DUTY. H iS 
ROOM WAS DIRECTLY BEHir iD 
PALAICHORI POLICE STATION, 
WHERE BRITISH SOLDIERS WERE 
ALSO SITUATED, AMD HE WAS ABLE TO 
FOLLOW THEIR EVERY MOVE. 

WITH A VIEW TO HIDING THEIR 
GROUP'S WEAPONS AND 
AMMUNITION, THE MEN OF E O K A 
PALAICHORI MAINTAINED CACHES, 
FOR WHICH THEY WERE PERSONALLY 
RESPONSIBLE, ON THEIR LAND, IN 
A N G O U L i , ZOUMAS AND 

VOUNAROS. 

ON MEW YEAR'S DAY 1957, AFTER 
THE BATTLE OF ZOOPIGI, AFXENTIOU 
ARRIVED WOUNDED AT PALAICHORI 
WHERE HE WAS TREATED. 

THE HIDEOUT'S EFFECTIVENESS WAS 
PROVED WHEN, ON 7 |ANUARY 
1957, AFXENTIOU MADE USE OF IT 
DURING A CURFEW IMPOSED BY THE 

GEORGIOY NIKOS 

GIORGALLAS MICHAEL 

MATSIS KYRIAKOS 

ROTSIDES SAVVAS 

TSIARTAS CHRISTOS 

CHRISTODULOU DEMETRAKIS 



B R I T I S H S O L D I E R S AS T H E Y S C O U R E D T H E V I L L A G E F O R H I M . HE 

R E M A I N E D ILL T H E H I D E O U T W I T H H I S F I G H T E R S A N T O N I S 

P A P A D O P O U L O S , A V G O U S T I S E F S T A T H I O U , M I M A S M I M A , A N D R E A S 

S T Y U A M O U A M D F E I D I A S S Y M E O N I D E S F O R 4 8 H O U R S A M D T H E 

B R I T I S H W E R E U M A B L E T O ESTABLISH H I S W H E R E A B O U T S DESPITE 

iMTEMSiVE SEARCHES. 

E V E M T H E M AFXENTiOU D I D MOT R E V E A L T O H I S M E M T H E SECRET 

E N T R A N C E T O T H E S T A I R C A S E H I D E O U T , W H I C H W A S S I T U A T E D I N T H E 

P L A C E WHERE H E W A S IN H I D I N G , A N D T H E S E C O N D H I D E O U T 

R E M A I N E D A C L O S E L Y KEPT SECRET. 

T H E O V E N H I D E O U T W A S T O R N D O W M O N ApXENTiOU'S O R D E R S , 

BUT MOT T H E ONE U N D E R THE STAIRS, W H I C H H E I N T E N D E D T O USE 

A G A I N . HE MEVER D I D S O , H O W E V E R , AS I M M O R T A L I T Y C A U G H T HiM 

F IRST. 

C R E C O R I S AFXEMTIOU 
G R E G O R I S A F X E N T I O U W A S B O R N I N LYSI, O N 22 FEBRUARY 1928. 

HE G R A D U A T E D F R O M L Y S I P R I M A R Y S C H O O L , FAMAGUSTA C R E E K 

G Y M N A S I U M A N D S T U D I E D AT T H E RESERVE O F F I C E R S A C A D E M Y I N 

GREECE. 

H E S E R V E D I N T H E GREEK A R M Y U N D E R T H E R A N K O F RESERVE SE­

C O N D L IEUTENANT U N T I L 15.11.1953. 

HE W A S I N I T I A T E D I M T O T H E E O K A S T R U G G L E I N EARLY J A N U A R Y 

1955 B Y ITS L E A D E R D H I G E N I S H I M S E L F , T O W H O M H E G A V E H I S 

W O R D Ο Μ H I S M I L I T A R Y H O N O U R I N S T E A D O F T H E U S U A L O A T H O F 

A L L E G I A N C E T O E O K A . HE F O U G H T U N D E R T H E P S E U D O N Y M S 

Z E D R O S . REGAS, AjAX, ARiS. ZOTOS A N D ANTAiUS. 



HE S E R V E D AS S E C T O R C O M M A N D E R F O R F A M A C U S T A - V A R O S H A I N 

T H E EARLY D A Y S O F T H E S T R U G G L E . 

O N 1ST A P R I L 1955 H E W A S P L A C E D O N T H E W A N T E D LIST B Y T H E 

BRITISH F O R H I S P A R T I C I P A T I O N I N T H E S T R U G G L E A N D W A S 

T R A N S F E R R E D T O K Y R E N I A D I S T R I C T , W H E R E H E S E R V E D AS EOKA 
S E C T O R C O M M A N D E R U N T I L SEPTEMBER 1955. 

F R O M D E C E M B E R 1955 H E W A S PITSIL IA S E C T O R C O M M A N D E R , 

U N T I L 3 M A R C H 1957, W H E N H E FELL I N A C T I O N . 

>• GREGORiS AFXENTlOU'S HiDEOUT AT PiTSILIA WAS BUlLT Oil HiS 

INSTRUCTIONS BY HIS MEN GEORGE MATS'IS, LEOHIDAS STEPHANIDES, 
AND ANTONIS PAPADOPOULOS IN CO-OPERATION WITH ANDREAS 
KARAOLIS AND WITH T H E TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OF SPYROS 

MiCHAELlDES. 

> IT WAS RESTORED IN 1997 BY THE "COUNCIL OF HISTORIC MEMORY OF 

THE EOKA STRUGGLE 1955-1959". THE ARCHITECT IN CHARCE WAS 
lOANNiS ARiSTODiMOU. 

> THE BUILDINC CONTAININC THE HIDEOUT WAS DONATED BY ANDREAS 
AND MARITSA KARAOLIS AND WAS JOINED TO THE HOUSE OF ELENI 
ANASTASL PAPAMLCHAEL, WHICH WAS DONATED BY HER HEIRS. 
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